FORTY  THOUSAND  AGAINST  THE  ARCTIC

Soviets have introduced into the Arctic. Its purpose is to
spare the natives their long journeys to the trading centres.
Reindeer have to be sent north during the summer to escape
I he stings of mosquitoes that conic out as soon as the ground
is thawed in June; so men have no efficient means of trans-
port in this so-called warm season. Often the provisions
bought and carried home on sledges during the winter perish
or do not suffice for a whole year. And so a large 'Stop Me
and Buy One5 motor boat, loaded with flour, tea, biscuits
and some tools, comes down the rivers as soon as the ice
is gone, and the natives have only got to perch their tents
upon the banks to wait and wave it ashore. Meanwhile
they can repair their sledges, and sew clothes. In the coming
winter fewer will need to travel to the factories if they lay in
sufficient stocks now. Instead of spending a lot of time with
travelling they can devote themselves longer to fishing
and hunting. It is all-round economy. The fur output of
the native trappers is increased, their reserves of dried or
frozen fish are swollen. The general standard of life is
raised as insecurity and the continuous threat of starvation
recede.

There are still twenty-six different native tribes in the
north of Asia. Very little was known about them until
quite recently. True, Samoycds were already brought to
the Court of Peter the Great, like Abyssinians to Louis XIV.
With the Yakuts, who suffered exploitation from the Russian
fur dealers and with the Tungus, the aristocrats of taiga
and tundra, they were the only people whose existence was
familiar to more than a few ethnologists. But there are also
Ostyaks, Gellyaks, Goldis, Lamuts, Yuraks, Yukagirs and
Chukchee besides some Eskimo, who form a link with the
indigenous tribes of Alaska, Northern Canada and Green-
land. My hosts were Dolgans, relatives of the Yakuts,
Their name meant very little to me until I met them. To
be frank, I had never heard of them at all before I made
this journey. And yet these nations arc some of the most
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